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Welcome to the 2020 Extraordinary Capped Bust Half Dime Fixed Price List! We hope you 
enjoy reading and studying this catalog as much as we enjoyed crafting it. 

Nearly all of these half dimes are from the Stephen A. Crain collection. The Crain 
Collection contained all 92 die marriages and nearly every known die remarriage (lacking 
just three strong R-7 remarriages). With the first part of Steve’s collection having been 
sold last year, this second part of the Crain collection represents the final offerings from 
his collection. Steve assembled his collection over the course of three-plus decades. His 
preferred grade and “look” was a lustrous and toned AU58. Steve would bypass mint state 
coins in order to achieve his AU58 goal. As much as Steve enjoyed the coins themselves, 
nobody who ever met him would believe for one second that he didn’t enjoy the history of 
the US Mint, studying the processes used in making coins, and most of all, the camaraderie 
with fellow collectors. How many of us would seek of the opinion of Mr. Half Dime when 
we thought we found something unique, or at least interesting, just to get his input? In 
almost 40 contributions to the John Reich Journal and untold numbers of contributions in 
other formats (such as the Collectors Universe Forums and other “online communities”), 
the world got to know and recognize Steve as The Expert on nearly All Things HalfDimel 

As with last year’s sale, proceeds from this sale will help the family to pay for the medical 
and assisted living facility charges incurred during the last years of Steve’s life. 

The next page of this catalog contains a list of the coins available with lot numbers, 
attribution, rarity rating, grade, certification number, and special details, such as die stage or 
provenance. The number in parenthesis is the certification number on the label. The source of 
most Capped Bust Half Dime rarity ratings is the recent JRCS census, published in the John 
Reich Journal in 2019. Ensuing pages contain color images and detailed descriptions of each 
coin. 



Proud Dad and His Children: Steve, Geoff, Ethan, Brad, Michelle (Bouley), and Justin 
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LOTCFOl: 1829 LM-5, R-1. PCGS AU53 (37054771) 
LOTCF02: 1829 LM-7.1, R-4. PCGS AU58 (37054767) 
LOTCF03: 1829 LM-13.1, R-1. PCGS MS62 (37054764) 
LOT CF04: 1829 LM-16.1, R-2. PCGS AU55 (37264614) 
LOTCF05: 1830 LM-3, R-2. PCGS AU53 (34423916) 

LOT CF06: 1830 LM-4.2, R-2. PCGS AU55 (37491699) 
LOTCF07: 1830 LM-7, R-2. PCGS AU55 (37264619) 

LOT CF08: 1831 LM-3, R-4. PCGS MS62 (37264626) 

LOT CF09: 1831 LM-5, R-l. PCGS MS62 (37054984) 

LOT CFIO: 1831 LM-6, R-L PCGS AU58 (37054990) 

LOT CFll: 1831 LM-7, R-2. PCGS AU55 (37054774) 
LOTCF12: 1832 LM-2, R-3. PCGS MS63 (21697252) 
LOTCF13: 1832 LM-3, R-L PCGS AU55 LDS (37264627) 
LOT CF14x: 1832 LM-3, R-l. PCGS AU55 (37055000) 
LOTCF15: 1832 LM-4, R-4. PCGS XF40 (37264628) 
LOTCF16: 1832 LM-4, R-4. PCGS AU53 LDS (37054778) 
LOTCF17: 1832 LM-5, R-L PCGS MS62-I-(37264629) 
LOTCF18: 1832 LM-8.4, R-3. PCGS AU50 (37264630) 
LOT CF19: 1832 LM-12, R-2. PCGS MS62 (37054781) 
LOTCF20: 1833 LM-3.3, R-2. PCGS AU58 (37054787) 
LOTCF21: 1833 LM-3.3, R-2. PCGS AU58 (32044534) 
LOT CF22: 1833 LM-10, R-l. PCGS AU58 (37491701) 
LOTCF23: 1834 LM-2, R-L PCGS MS62 (37264639) 
LOTCF24: 1835 LM-4, R-3. PCGS MS62 (37491710) 
LOTCF25: 1835 LM-5.2, R-3. PCGS XF45 cud (37264647) 
LOTCF26: 1835 LM-6, R-2. PCGS MS62 (08913086) 
LOTCF27: 1835 LM-7, R-3. PCGS AU58 (37264650) 
LOTCF28: 1835 LM-10, R-l. PCGS XF40 (37264653) 

LOT CF29: 1835 LM-10, R-l. PCGS XF45 EDS (37264654) 
LOT CF30: 1835 LM-10, R-l. PCGS AU58 (37054792) 

LOT CF31: 1836 LM-5, R-2. PCGS AU58 (37264657) 

LOT CF32: 1836 LM-5, R-2. PCGS AU58 (37055007) 
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1829 LM-5 PCGS AU53 


LOT CFOl: 1829 LM-5, R-1. PCGS AU53 (37054771). When Steve 
purchased this coin in 1995, he made the simple statement that it had 
“nice eye appeal, toning, and surfaces.” Yup, still does! Can’t go wrong 
with this pretty coin. 



1829 LM-7.1 PCGS AU58 


LOTCF02: 1829 LM-7.1, R-4. PCGS AU58 (37054767). The LM- 

7.1 is the scarcest of the 1829 LM-7 remarriages. Finding any example 
without the tiny cud in the dentils above the M in AMERICA, let alone an 
original, attractive AU58 in a PCGS holder, is quite a challenge. Just two 
higher-grade coins were reported in the 2019 JRCS census. Steve held 
this coin in his collection since 1996. 
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1829 LM-13.1 PCGS MS62 


LOT CF03: 1829 LM-13.1, R-1. PCGS MS62 (37054764). This is a 
great choice for a collector looking for a mint state type piece or to 
upgrade a set piece in a die marriage collection. Pretty colors and good 
luster, with the obverse a bit lighter than the reverse. Steve graded this 
half dime the same way PCGS did. Steve noted the sharp, full strike. 



1829 LM-16.1 PCGS AU55 


LOTCF04: 1829 LM-16.1, R-2. PCGS AU55 (37264614). In hand, 
this coin is more bright silver than it is the light gold that the images 
suggest. The 1829 LM-16.1 is quite common. Had this coin had clash 
marks on the reverse, it would have been in our sealed bid sale, since the 
1829 LM-16.2 has proven itself to be incredibly elusive. Another great 
choice for a type collector or a die marriage collector that doesn’t need a 
mint state coin. Comes with a green, “OGH” PCGS AU53 label. 
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1830 LM-3, R-2. PCGS AU53 


LOT CFOS: 1830 LM-3, R-2. PCGS AU53 (34423916). When choosing a 
relatively common die marriage, why not choose a colorful, lustrous example? 
Here is an opportunity to do just that with just a small premium for the rainbow 
of colors. Collectors who appreciate die states should check out the die crack 
through S1 to the bust. Later die stages show clash marks and reduction of the 
berries to tiny specks. Not from the Crain collection. 




nr r 

TRUEVIEW 


Certificate Number 

37491699 

Verify ihc authenticity of thn imaitc at KXiSxumAxrt 


1830 LM-4.2 PCGS AU55 


LOT CF06: 1830 LM-4.2, R-2. PCGS AU55 (37491699). This coin certainly 
has some frequent flyer miles. We know it started its life in Philadelphia and a 
hundred-plus years later spent some time in Florida (thus, the NGC AU55 
label). In 2011, Steve purchased this half dime in Chicago, then brought it 
home to Maine, where it was freed from its Florida souvenir label. We sent it 
to California, where it picked up its current AU55 label. In hand, the toning is 
light. The die remarriage is confirmed with the presence of reverse clash marks 
and a tiny die chip in the upper loop of S2. 
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TRUEVIEW 


Certificate Number 

37264619 

Verify ihc authenticity of thh imaitc at PfXiSxum/vcrt 


1830 LM-7 PCGS AU55 


LOT CF07: 1830 LM-7, R-2. PCGS AU55 (37264619). Steve described this 
1997 purchase as, “VERY attractive coin, gorgeous peripheral toning, both 
obverse and reverse. A real gem.” We really can’t argue with any of that! This 
half dime is another example of an opportunity to get an exceptionally pretty 
coin to fill a die marriage slot for a common die marriage. 



1831 LM-3, R-4. PCGS MS62 


LOT CF08: 1831 LM-3, R-4. PCGS MS62 (37264626). It would seem 
that Steve subconsciously net-graded this coin to his assigned grade of 
AU55 to account for some obverse marks. Conservative, old-time 
grading indeed! The coin is more silver in color than the photos indicate. 
This is an earlier die stage of the sole R-4 die marriage of 1831. 
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1831 LM-5 PCGS MS62 


LOT CF09: 1831 LM-5, R-1. PCGS MS62 (37054984). Steve 
purchased this half dime in 2002 and noted it was graded AU58 by 
ANACS (label, including incorrect LM-1 attribution, included), but 
assigned it the MS62 for purposes of record-keeping in his collection. 
When we sent the coin in to PCGS, we saw that PCGS agreed with Mr. 
Half Dime yet again! Attractive album toning. 




nr /- 

l\i» ^ 

TRUEVIEW 


Certificate Number 

37054990 

Verily the nithcnticity oT thm inline at I'CXiS^oiiVccrt 


1831 LM-6 PCGS AU58 

LOT CFIO: 1831 LM-6, R-1. PCGS AU58 (37054990). “Attractive 
and original” was the simple phrase we found in Steve’s notes to describe 
this 1831 LM-6 half dime. The moderately layered toning mutes some of 
the luster. An opportunity to own an eye-appealing example of this 
common die marriage. 
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\\m. ^ 

TRUEVIEW 


Certificate Number 

37054774 

Verify ihc authenticity of thh imaitc at IXXiSxutnA-'cit 


1831 LM-7 PCGS AU55 

LOTCFll: 1831 LM-7, R-2. PCGS AU55 (37054774). Part of the 
Steve Crain collection since 2004, this choice AU half dime features 
attractive album toning over good luster. Although this die marriage is 
rated just an R-2, we are certain that many collectors will find the present 
coin an opportunity to upgrade a set piece. 



1832 LM-2 PCGS MS63 

LOT CF12: 1832 LM-2, R-3. PCGS MS63 (21697252). The images 
only hint at it, but in hand there is no doubt that the luster on this half 
dime is vibrant, especially on the obverse. Lovely shades of blue, rose, 
green, and gold make this one of the more colorful coins in the fixed price 
sale. Tied for finest in the JRCS census. 
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1832 LM-3 PCGS AU55 LDS 


LOT CF13: 1832 LM-3, R-1. PCGS AU55 LDS (37264627). Many 
collectors seek one example of each die marriage or remarriage when 
assembling a collection. Steve Crain was not “many collectors!” No 
doubt, what attracted Steve to this coin was the late die state. How many 
other 1832 LM-3 half dimes have you seen with the lower loop of SI 
nearly filled? This coin, which is less gold in hand than the images would 
lead you to believe, had been in Steve’s collection since 1993. 




nr r 

IV» 

TRUEVIEW 


Certificate Number 

37055000 

Verify ihc authenticity of thh inuMC at PC(>Sxam/ccn 


1832 LM-3 PCGS AU55 

LOT CF14: 1832 LM-3, R-1. PCGS AU55 (37055000). This second 
1832 LM-3 in PCGS AU55 is the more commonly seen die state without 
Si’s lower loop filled. The light pastel patina is pleasing, with luster 
more vibrant toward the periphery. A common die marriage, so one can 
be picky when choosing an example for a collection. We think this one 
will fit the bill for most collectors. 
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Certificate Number 

37264628 

Verity the authenticity of thi» inufte at KXJSxonvtcrt 


1832 LM-4 PCGS XF40 


LOT CF15: 1832 LM-4, R-4. PCGS XF40 (37264628). Steve obtained 
and kept this coin in his collection because he saw it as but one step in the 
die deterioration progression seen with this die marriage. He found this 
coin to have “obverse die crack above cap just beginning” (which is very 
different from the coin we sold last year with a cud above the cap!). 
Average circulated appearance, priced right for a cost-conscious or die 
state collector. 



1832 LM-4 PCGS AU53 LDS 


LOT CF16: 1832 LM-4, R-4. PCGS AU53 LDS (37054778). Another 
1832 LM-4, but this one has the beginnings of a retained cud above the 
cap. Formerly ANACS AU50 (old, six-digit white label included), the 
luster is choice AU and the mellow copper toning quite eye-appealing. 
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TRUEVIEW 


Certificate Number 

37264629 

Verif) the authcniidiy of thi« imai;c at KXiS.ounv'ocrt 


1832 LM-5 PCGS MS62+ 

LOT CF17: 1832 LM-5, R-1. PCGS MS62+ (37264629). Yes, the 
coin really looks like it shows in the image! Common die marriage, but 
who really cares? Incredible beauty and a plus-grade to boot! Luster is 
better in hand than it appears in the image. Steve thought the toning may 
have come from a high-sulfur coin album when he purchased this coin 
raw in 1997. 



Certificate Number 

37264630 

Verily the authenticity of thin imafte at KXiSxom/ccrt 


1832 LM-8.4 PCGS AU50 


LOT CF18: 1832 LM-8.4, R-3. PCGS AU50 (37264630). The 1832 
LM-8.4 is the most co mm on of the 1832 LM-8 remarriages. It is quite 
possible that one could develop a nearly complete grading state (from 
basal to mint state) focusing just on this remarriage! Coin grey, a solid 
AU as a specialist’s set piece or even as a type coin. 
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1832 LM-12 PCGS MS62 


LOT CF19: 1832 LM-12, R-2. PCGS MS62 (37054781). Authors 
Logan and McCloskey note that the 1832 LM-12 is well-known with a 
bulge in the top of the shield, as seen on this mint state half dime. Despite 
mint state luster and no sign of circulation, Steve carried this coin as 
AU58 in his collection. Steve would have admitted to his “AU58 bias,” 
as it was his favorite grade. 



1833 LM-3.3 PCGS AU58 


LOTCF20: 1833 LM-3.3, R-2. PCGS AU58 (37054787). The 

heavily-clashed surfaces are typical on 1833 LM-3 remarriages. Choice 
AU luster and a moderate to light grey patina are the primary visually 
pleasing characteristics of this, the first of two 1833 LM-3.3 half dimes in 
this fixed price sale. 
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1833 LM-3.3 PCGS AU58 


LOTCF21: 1833 LM-3.3, R-2. PCGS AU58 (32044534). The second 
1833 LM-3.3 in this fixed price sale is also a heavily-clashed, nicely 
lustrous PCGS AU58. Steve purchased this coin raw in March of 1995 
and his conservative grading carried it as an AU55 in his database. 



1833 LM-10 PCGS AU58 


LOT CF22: 1833 LM-10, R-1. PCGS AU58 (37491701). Steve 
recorded this coin in his collection in 2006. His description was as fitting 
then as it is now, “attractive, high-grade example of an R-1.” The original 
NGC AU58 label is included with this lot. 
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IV ^ 

TRUEVIEW 


Certificate Number 

37264639 

Verify ihc authenticity of thh inuMC at IX'(>SxxNn/vcrt 


1834 LM-2 PCGS MS62 

LOT CF23: 1834 LM-2, R-1. PCGS MS62 (37264639). Steve carried 
this coin at his favorite grade level in his inventory. The beauty of 
collecting raw coins is that he always got to decide the grade! Mint state 
luster is layered with silver, gold, and metallic green toning. Great choice 
for a set piece for this common die marriage. 




nr /- 

IV ^ 

TRUEVIEW 


Certificate Number 

37491710 

Verify the authcntkiiy of thi« imai^ at KXiS.ounv'ocrt 


1835 LM-4 PCGS MS62 


LOT CF24: 1835 LM-4, R-3. PCGS MS62 (37491710). Although the 
vibrant orange, gold, copper, and blue-green colors are worthy of a 
substantial premium when it comes to pricing, we chose to price this coin 
closer to guide price in order to account for some marks near the eagle’s 
head. Luster is nearly Proof-like. 
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IV. 

TRUEVIEW 


Certificate Number 

37264647 

Verity the authenticity of thi» inuftc at KXSSxonVccrt 


1835 LM-5.2 PCGS XF45 


LOTCF25: 1835 LM-5.2, R-3. PCGS XF45 cud (37264647). The 

obverse of this half dime features a cud above Miss Liberty’s cap. Had 
the reverse shown a cud, this would have been a high four to five figure 
auction coin. Lovely medium brown patina blankets both the obverse and 
reverse of this choice XF coin. We think it would make a great choice for 
a set that has as its goal an example of every die marriage and remarriage. 
This coin was added to Steve’s collection way back in 1991. 



1835 LM-6 PCGS MS62 


LOT CF26: 1835 LM-6, R-2. PCGS MS62 (08913086). The images 
hint at this coin’s beauty. Blue-green centers, which are more vibrantly- 
colored on the obverse, give way to coppery gold patina on the periphery 
Mint state luster leaps through the toning. The PCGS holder is a non¬ 
prong type (some people call it an “old blue holder”) and it has multiple 
scratches in the plastic. 
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1835 LM-7 PCGS AU58 


LOT CF27: 1835 LM-7, R-3. PCGS AU58 (37264650). When we 
viewed the highly lustrous surfaces of this Large Date, large 5C half 
dime, we concluded that Steve’s conservative grading was at play again 
when he recorded this coin as an AU50+ in 1995. Fiery rose and light 
blue patina add to the desirability of this AU58 half dime. 




nr r 

l\» 

TRUEVIEW 


Certificate Number 

37264653 

Verify ihc authenticity of thh inuMC at KXiSxomAxn 


1835 LM-10 PCGS XF40 


LOT CF28: 1835 LM-10, R-1. PCGS XF40 (37264653). This is a 
perfect choice for a collector looking for a lower-cost, original, 
appealingly-toned half dime. As an added bonus, this is middle to late die 
state, with the upper loop of S2 filled as commonly seen, but a die chip 
seen in the upper loop of SI .. .and that’s uncommonly seen. 
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1835 LM-10, R-1. PCGS XF45 EDS 


LOTCF29: 1835 LM-10, R-1. PCGS XF45 EDS (37264654). If you 

like to study the die states of half dimes in the way that Steve Crain did, 
you will appreciate the scarcity of this early die state example of the 
seemingly ubiquitous 1835 LM-10. Very few known specimens of this 
die marriage are seen with the upper loop of S2 unfilled. When Steve 
authored JRCS half dime census articles, he often challenged other 
collectors to find rare die states like this one. 
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IV. 

TRUEVIEW 


Certificate Number 

37054792 

Verify the authenticity of thin inuftc at ^•CGSxo^v'ccrt 


1835 LM-10 PCGS AU58 

LOT CF30: 1835 LM-10, R-1. PCGS AU58 (37054792). Beautiful 
color and booming luster abound here. This coin is another great example 
of an opportunity to have a highly eye-appealing example of a common 
die marriage. This is the die stage typically seen with this die marriage, 
having the upper loop of S2 filled. 
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TRUEVIEW 


Certificate Number 

37264657 

Verify (he authenticity of thn inuMe at IXXiS.euin/vcrt 


1836 LM-5 PCGS AU58 


LOT CF31: 1836 LM-5, R-2. PCGS AU58 (37264657). Another 
wonderfully-toned coin for you to consider (at least for a few minutes 
.. .before someone else claims it!). When Steve added this coin to his 
collection in 1993, he was more enthralled with the clash marks and the 
approximate 30 degree die rotation than he was with the color. His notes 
said nothing about color, though he did carry this coin as “just an AU50.” 
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IV. 

TRUEVIEW 


Certificate Number 

37055007 

Verify the authenticity of thi» ima^ at l•CGSx^>nv*ccrt 


1836 LM-5 PCGS AU58 

LOT CF32: 1836 LM-5, R-2. PCGS AU58 (37055007). Fiery golden 
copper toning is the predominant patina that characterizes the surfaces of 
this half dime. Blue-green highlights are also evident on the obverse. 
Examining the stars and letters, one will see that repunching was the rule 
of the day when this die was made! 
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